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CLINICS. & mole, it must be considered as most likely 


‘a melanotic cancer; or if we have an in- 
‘creasing outgrowth from a mole, epithelial 

Clinical Lecture on Cases of Tumours cancer must be suspected. And if in any 
under Moles.—By James Pacet, F. R.S., one, especially an elderly person, a mole 
Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital. begins to grow prominent, or to become 

The occurrence of melanotic cancers more vascular or more irritable, it had 
tinder or in moles or pigmentary nevi has better be forthwith cut out or destroyed 
been long known. Among the cases of with caustic. I have known cases in 
this disease, having their primary seat in’ which, when moles are quickly increasing, 
or near the skin, more than half have thus ‘and changing just like those that have after- 
grown in close relation with moles. There wards become seats of melanotic cancers, 
can, therefore, be no doubt that these con- their total destruction has been the end of 
genitally defective or diseased parts offer all mischief. Of course, I cannot be sure 
some ‘conditions peculiarly apt for the that these would have become cancerous if 
growth of melanotic cancers. What these they had been left; but I believe that, at 
conditions are we cannot tell, any more least, some of them would, and that the 
than we can what those are which are rule for the destruction of all growing like 
sometimes induced in a part by injury. them is a good one. If the formation of 
Their reality and influence are, neverthe- cancer be not quite averted by it, it may be 
less, certain. And with the knowledge of deferred, as it seemed to be in acase I have 
these facts some useful points in practice lately seen. A patient had many pigmen- 
may'be connected. For example, if a pa-)tary moles in his back. Five years ago 
tient have a tumour growing in or beneath one of them began to grow, and Sir. Benja- 
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min Brodie destroyed it with caustic. The ieubcutaneous fat. They are roundly oval, 
scat remained sound. until o few months § moderately well-defined to the touch, closely 
ago, when an epithelial warty cancer be- ‘connected with the structutes-round them, 
gan to spring up from it. very firm, heavy, dully elastic, feeling like 
Hitherto, I believe that the only tumonrs ‘fibrous tumours... The skin over them is 
for the growth of which moles have been }raised and thinned by their growth ; adher- 
known as offering peculiarly favourable ‘ent, but not confused with their surface; 
conditions, are melanotic and, much more ‘and, in addition to the dark tint of the mole 
rarely, epithelial cancers. spread over part of the surface, the skin 
But the tumour removed last Saturday is {has a dusky, or ruddy and glossy, tint of 
an instance of another kind, of which I have } diffused vascularity; and enlarged veins 
now met with three examples. The pa- }ramify over it, or away from it. The skin, 
tient from whom this tumour was removed } or the tumour beneath it, has been in two 
was eixty years old, healthy all his life, and {cases the frequent seat of hot, burning 
very temperate, and in the site of the tu- pain; in the third there was no pain. 
mour there had been a mole as long as he; The secretion of the tumour-has a lowly 
could remember, and like one which he } nodular or tuberous outline, easily separable 
has on the back of the neck. This, how- } by dissection from the surrounding skin and 
ever, never gave him any trouble until } subcutaneous tissue.’ The cut surface ap- 
about nine months ago, when, with some } pears divided by whitish tissue into lobes 
tingling, etc., it began to enlarge, and had 3and minuter lobules, much like those of 








gradually increased in size up to the time of 
his admission into the hospital. 

A second case, which came under my 
notice a few years ago, was in a gentleman, 
who was unhealthy with repeated fever and 
other less serious maladies. He had noticed 
the tumour for at least four years, and it 
might have existed much longer, and have 
been overlooked, till, during these years, it 
had increased more quickly than before. In 
this, aa in the last case, there had always 
been a mole atthe place; but it was uncer- 
tain when the change and increase took 
place in it. : 

The third case was a woman, aged fifty- 
nine, who was admitted into St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital in 1850. She was a rather 
feeble-looking, poor woman, high-coloured, 
but not robust. She had always (she said) 
been feeble and ailing; but in the three 
years before her admission into the hospital 
her general health had been better than 
usual, Since childhood she had had several 
sebaceous or epidermal cysts of the scalp, 
but nothing of the present tumour over the 
sacrum had been noticed till between six 
and twelve months before admission. 

The cutis over this tumour had, after, as 
well as before the removal, a distinctly 
brown hue, which gave it the appearance of 
a mole-——a mere pigmentary mark, not 
raised above the surrounding skin. 

In these three cases the tumours were so 
alike, that, with few additions, one descrip- 
tion may suffice for all. Growing on the 
back of the trunk, they lie imbedded in the 





secreting conglomerate glands. It ia.very 
pale, grayish- white, with tinges of yellow 
or pale purple, smooth on its section, and 
glistening. It may have minute cavities 
filled with fluid, or one or more larger cysts, 
containing serous fluid or grumous matter. 
The substance is firm, but brittle, easily 
breaking into small fragments, yielding. on 
pressure or scraping only some yellowish 
clear fluid, and no turbid fluid like cancer- 
juice even after it begins to decay. 

The microscopic appearances are too va- 
rious and indefinite for any useful minute 
description. There are appearances of 
glandular arrangement in minute acini, or 
in groups of cells of similar form. The 
cell structures, of which nearly the whole 
mass is composed, are some of them very 
like epithelial . cancer-cells of various 
shapes; some, like those cells withered, or 
rolled up, or very small, or abortive, and 
without nuclei; some, more. like elongated 
and very small cylinder-epithelium cells; 
some like small, thin gland-cells, With 
these are granular matter, bodies like free 
nuclei, appearances of fragments of mem- 
brane; but no more traces of fibrous or 
other such structures than may be referred 
to the partitions between the lobes, into 
which the whole substance of the tumour 
appears divided. In none of the cases has 
there appeared any pigment matter indicat- 
ing relation to the melanotic growths more 
commonly found under moles. 

There is sufficient. in these structural 
characters to prove the occurrence of a form 











of tumour which, so far as I know, has not 
hitherto. been described’; but there isnot 
enough of what is definite to justify. the 
giving of a new name. More specimens 
must be examined before this can be safely 
done. Meantime; it may be held that 
moles are, even more than has been sup- 
posed, apt to be the seats of the growth of 
tumours, and that among the tumours 
likely to. be found in or beneath them are 
some which are neither epithelial nor me- 
lanoid cancers, and which, probably, are 
not cancers at all. " 

One of the cases, indeed—the seeond— 
has now remained well, without any recur- 
rence, for more than four years after the 
removal of the tumour—a period much 
longer, almost certainly, than that which 
would have elapsed after the removal of a 
deep-seated epithelial or a melanotic can- 
cer.—Med. Times § Gaz., January 10, 
1864. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS, 


Digitalis in Cardiac Disease.—There is 
much diversity of opinion as to the action 
of digitalis on cardiac disease. Dr. Hand- 
field Jones says that digitalis acts as a car- 
diac tonic. Dr. Sutton, in order to test the 


value of this opinion, has prescribed tincture } 


of digitalis in several forms of heart disease 
occurring amongst the out-patients of the 
Metropolitan Free Hospital. The following 
are the results of his observations :— 

1. In cases of mitral regurgitation, with 
dilated hypertrophy and enfeebled condition 
of the heart, digitalis gives great relief, as 
inthe following case: A woman, aged 38, 
was so weak that she was led into the out- 
patients’ room. Her feet and ankles were 
q@dematous. Her pulse was very feeble 
and quick, but regular, and the heart’s visi- 
ble impulse was diffused and indistinct, and 
the apex was felt over the seventh rib. The 
first sound was inaudible at the base, and 
the second was of a very high pitch. There 
was afaint systolic bruit at the apex. Her 
complaint was, in her own words, ‘I feel 
so-very faint.’’ Fifteen drops of the tinc- 
ture of digitalis, with the like quantity of 
tincture of sesquichloride of iron, was given 
in an ounce of water three times a-day. 
Four days later she walked into the room 
without help, and she said she felt much 
better. The bruit wasmore audible. She 
continued to do well. 





2. In a case of chronic pericarditis, with 
very great effusion into the bag of the peri- 
cardium. A man, aged 30, complained of 
shortness of breath and great faintness. 
He was unable to move in bed without 
feeling very faint; his lower extremities 
were cedematous ; his pulse was very feeble 
and quick. The only sound of the heart 
that could be heard was the very faint, 
distant-like click of the second sound at 
the base. &.Tinct. digitalis, Mxxv; eth. 
chlor., mxv; tinct. ferri mur., Mx; ter. 
die. s. Five days afterwards he expressed 
himself relieved. Pulse regular and strony 
er; no perceptible difference in the extent 
of dulness on percussion. The urine was 
not increased. The digitalis was continued 
for six weeks, He recovered so far that 
he could walk about the house, but he had 
a relapse, and died four months later. A 
post mortem confirmed the diagnosis. 

3. In aortic regurgitant disease it re- 
quires to be given with great caution. In 
one case, while taking digitalis, the patient’s 


'} pulse became irregular, increased in fre- 


quency, and he died, with well-marked 
symptoms of intra-cardiac blood concretion 

4. In heart disease, with dropsy, it ex- 
ercises no well-marked influence over the 
secretion of the urine. 

5. In one case of aortic obstruction, with 
simple hypertrophy, and a strong, heaving 
impulse, digitalis was given in fifteen drop 
doses three times a-day for fourteen days, 
when the patient remarked, ‘‘I feel the 
action of my heart much more troublesome 
when I take the mixture.”’ 

6.eThat in a case of aortic regurgitant 
disease, complicated with angina pectoris, 
the patient having an atheromatous physi- 
ognomy, digitalis was given for fourteen 
days. No relief to the pain ; pulse irregular. 

7. Digitalis is very beneficial in cases of 
the: following class: Men of middle age, of 
the sanguine temperament, and of the 
neuro-vascular diathesis, as described by 
Professor Laycock; (a) complaining of 
dyspnaa on exertion; very weak ; appetite 
normal; pulse rather quick, easily excited, 
and soft; heart’s impulse seen in the epi- 
gastrium, feeble to the hand; first sound 
inaudible at the base; second sound, high 
pitch; at the apex, first’ sound faintly 
heard.: In one such case there was albu- 
minuria; in two, arcus senilis. All these 
cases improved quickly while taking tine- 
ture of digitalis and iron. That it was not 
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the effects of the iron was proved by the fact: mere fluttering to be heard when, the ear 
that chey all had improved after taking the) was placed over the region of the heart. 
mixture three or four days. Brandy and ether had been given without 

8. It may be given cautiously for six or) any good effect, and, as dissolution: was 
eight weeks in fifieen-drop doses in cases } every moment expected, it was determined 
of enfeebled heart with mitral disease, with-; to try the effect of digitalis. Half-drachm 
out producing any irregularity of the pulse, } doses of the tincture were.given every: hour, 








but the reverse in aortic disease. 

It will be seen from the above conclu- 
sions, that Dr. Sutton confirms Dr. Hand- 
field Jones’ remarks, that the most suitable 
cases for the administration of digitalis are 
those of enfeebled heart; that digitalis 
“seems to be injurious in sthenic, and 
beneficial in asthenic cases.’’ The same 
with respect to Dr. Corvigan’s statement 
(to which Dr. Leared called the attention of 
the profession), that in cases of aortic disease 
the effects of digitalis are injurious. 

We will now give the experience of 
another hospital physician, Dr. Wilks. 


and after four doses a reaction had taken 
place, and after seven doses complete re- 
covery had uccurred. The heart, though 
irregular, was beating with a defined action, 
and the pulse could again be felt. From 
this time recovery took place. 

It must be remembered, however, that, 
as Dr. Dickenson has shown, digitalis in 
large doses checks uterine hemorrhage; 
but even if the improvement in Dr. Wilks? 
case were due to this, the principle is pro- 
bably the same, that digitalis is, a tonic, not 
to the heart alone, but to the (organic) 
muscular system generally. In Dr. Fuller’s 


Going round with him a few days ago, we } recent. work on Diseases of the Chest will be 
saw at least a dozen cases of heart disease }fonnd some interesting remarks on the 
which had their origin in a former attack of § action of digitalis. He writes: ‘‘It is a 
rheumatism. When there was dropsy, the } most valuable remedy when given in the 
ordinary treatment was adopted; and hee ; toatl of dilatation, and: is: dangerous 
the heart was weak and irritable, iron and } only in hypertrophy. Whenever the pulse 
digitalis appeared to be Dr. Wilks’ favour- ¢ is feeble and irregular, and: more especially 
ite combination. He said that, as no medi-$ when, from any cause, its feebleness and 


cine could alter the changes which had 
occurred in the valves, the only remedies 
which can be of use are those which tend 
to preserve the power of the muscular tis- 
sue, and, therefore, the great benefit of iron 


irritability are temporarily increased,) digi- 
talis is, of all known remedies, the most 
useful.’’ 

The above views of Dr. Handfield Jones, 


3 Dr. Wilks, Dr. Sutton, and Dr. Fuller are 


in weak heart. As regarded digitalis, he }not yet genefally received by the profes- 
had always acted on the principle, that this :sion. The exact reverse is generally held 
remedy is efficacious in proportion to the }—that digitalis is valuable in hypertrophy 
weakness and irritability of the organ, and and dangerous in dilatation. One of our 
hence the reason why some had called it a moa distinguished: authorities on diseases 
tonic. Owing, however, to the prostration ‘ of the heart, Dr. Walshe, writes::‘‘1f the 
produced by its long continuance, a very ‘ power of the ventricles be seriously im- 
prevalent opinion existed that it was a’ paired, digitalis cannot be given without 





remedy not available in a depressed state 
of the system; whereas the opposite is the 
fact when the heart is. concerned, a reduced 
frequency of the pulse being a more correct 
test of the influence of the medicine on the 
circulation than the force of the arterial 
action. Dr. Wilks mentioned an instance 
where a patient was literally restored to 
life by its use. ‘I'he case was that of a 
woman, who, having long suffered from 
disease of the heart, had a severe flooding 
after labour. She was apparently inarticulo 
mortis ; her limbs were cold; the body in 
a state of deadly clammy sweat; the face 
livid.;. no pulse to be felt at the wrist, and a 





excessive risk, and had better be altogether 
avoided.” : 

We require an extensive series of cases 
with careful observations as to the-valves 
damaged, and as tothe result, as regards 
regurgitation and obstruction (as aortic 
obstruction, for instance, is of infinitely less 
consequence than aortic regurgitgtion) , but, 
more than all, as to the condition of the 
heart itself as regards: hypertrophy, dilata- 
tion, and muscular power.—Med. Times ¢ 
Gaz., Jan. 16, 1864. 

Treatment of Dysentery by large doses 
of Ipecacuanha.—The use of ipecacuanha 
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in dysentery is by no meana novel; but the 
employment of such large doses, and in the 
method here described, is (Dr. Hillier said) 
of comparatively recent date. 

The plan is to give a drachm of tincture 
of.opium, to apply a mustard plaster over 
the epigastrium, and, in twenty minutes, to 
give a drachm or @ drachm and a-half 
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only passed seven motions, composed of 
blood and stuff like the washing of meat. 
He had now much pain in the stomach and 
bowels. I ordered an opiate injection three 
times a-day, and at 6 P.M. put on a blister 
and repeated the laudanum, followed by the © 
ipecacuanha, as on the previous day. . Next 
day he passed only two motions; there was 


of powdered ipecacuanha in a very small; just a trace of blood, but they were largely 


fecul The morning after, the motions 





quantity of peppermint water, or simple wa- 
ter. Sometimes balf an ounce or an ounce 


were solid and natural, and he rapidly re- 


of castor vil is given, with half a drachm of; covered without more medicine. His diet 
laudanum, before beginning the special’ was sago and arrowroot.’’ 


treatment; this is, however, usually found 
to be. unnecessary. Vomiting is not often 
induced, and the cure is often immediate. 
A patient may be passing every half hour 
or oftener, blood and mucus, or bloody se- 
rum with pus. They cease at once for 
about twenty-four hours; he then has a 
natural stool, and is well. ‘The diet is fari- 
naceous. 

In May, 1862, Mr. Baylis, of Ceylon, 
wrote to Dr. Hillier that he had treated fifty 
or sixty cases in this way, and only lost 
three, who were in articulo mortis when 
they came under his care. He writes that 
he has continued the plan of treatment up 
to the present time, and expresses himself 
equally satisfied with it. _He gives the fol- 
lowing as an illustration of the results of 
this treatment :— 

‘*A highly phthisical young gentleman, 
in whose lungs softening had commenced, 
came out here for his health. I told him 
the climate would not suit him. However, 
he disregarded my advice, and I was soon 
called to see him. I found him in bed, 
unable to speak above a whisper ; pulse very 
weak, about 100; face flushed; tongue 
thickly coated with yellow fur; tenderness 
and pain in abdomen, especially in the left 
iliac region. He had. been suffering from 
diarrhea for four days. During that day 
and previous night he had passed upwards of 
sixty motions; they were at first copig ly 
feculent, latterly, almost pure blood,With 
a little slime. He had been feeding most 
imprudently. I gave him at once a drachm 
of laudanym, and put a mustard plaster on 
his epigastrium. In twenty minutes I gave 
him. a. drachm of ipecacuanha powder ina 
wineglass of water.. He did not vomit. 
Those who saw him at.the time thought he 
could not live twenty-four hours. Next 
morning he was much the same; had fainted 
ence or twice on going to stool, but had 





Dr. Hillier has made the opportunity of 
trying this mode of treatment at the Child- 
ren’s Hospital. It was in the case of a 
child aged 4 years, suffering from subacute 
dysentery contracted in Barbadoes. He 
gave five minims of laudanum, and in half 
an honr, fifteen grains of powdered ipeca- 
cuanha. There was no nausea or any un- 
pleasant symptom caused by the medicine; 
and although the patient. had previously 
passed five or six motions, containing much 
blood and mucus, every twenty-four hours, 
there was no evacuation for thirty-six hours. 
He then passed an ordinary feculent motion, 
and from that time he continued quite well. 
It is stated that ipecacuanha has the effect 
of rapidly healing large dysenteric ulcers, 
Dr. Hillier suggested that it might be worth 
while to try it in the diarrhea dependent 
on tubular ulceration, or in typhoid fever. 
The opium is supposed to act mainly in pre- 
venting vomiting, but it may, with ipecacu- 
anha, have a more specific action on the 
disease.—Ibid. 


Iberis Amara, a New Purgative.—We 
observed Dr, Wilks use a purgative which 
was new to us, the Iberis amata, or candy 
tuft-seed. He had been recommended to 
its use by Mr. Stillwell, of Epsom, who 
said that it had been a favourite purgative 
medicine with him during the whole of a 
long practice, given either alone or com- 
bined with jalap powder. The seeds when 
bruised are oily and acrid, and, when made 
into a pill of four or five grains, act as a 
good purge. Dr. Wilks said he had found it 
answer its intended purpose; but as there 
was no want of aperient medicines in the 
Pharmacopoeia, he saw no reason to adopt 
it in preference to those in ordinary“ use. 
A strong Irishman took three grains with 
no effect, but ten grains purged him two or 
three times. A man who was habitually 
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constipated, and who had been taking mag- 
nesia mixture daily with only slight effect, 
was ordered three grains three times a-day ; 
he took five pills, and was purged violently 
several timee. A lad with cardiac dropay 
took five grains, and in a few hours it acted 
twice. In some cases it produced sickness. 
In the case of a man with renal dropsy ten 
grains were given. In two hours he was 
sick,and in seven hours he was well 
purged. It was repeated, but without the 
sickness. In all about twenty cases were 
treated, and its purgative action well tested. 
—Ibid. 

The Calabar Bean—its internal adminis. 
tration.—The Calabar bean, for the intro- 
duction of which into medical practice we 
are indebted to. Dr. Fraser and Dr. Robert. 
son, is now much used as a local application 
to the eye. It is antagonistic to atropia, 
not only in its effetes on the iris, but also 
on the ciliary muscle; and it is its power 
over the latter—its power of restoring ac- 
commodation when it has been lost by any 
cause—as, for instance, from paralysis, or 
from the previous use, of atropia for 
ophthalmoscopic examination—which ren. 
ders it so useful to ophthalmic surgeons. It 
has now also found its way into our general 
hospitals, as a remedy in certain nervous 
affectione. There is a very interesting case 
of chorea, ina girl aged 11 years, now being 
treated in University College Hospital by 
this drug. Dr. Harley, under whose care 
the patient is, began by giving one grain of 
the powdered bean for a dose, which was 
gradually increased to three grains three 
times a day—(nine grains in the twenty- 
four hours). It was then further increased 
to four and a half grains for a dose; and 
latterly the patient has been actually taking 
six grains at one time, but in this case only 
once aday. Careful notes have been kept 
by the physician's assistant; and, as we 
purpose giving them in detail, we may at 
present merely mention that the patient has 
much improved under the treatment. The 
only disagreeable effects that have followed 
the use of this remedy have been the occa. 
sional occurrence of brief attacks of colic, 
and once or twice slight vomiting. At first 
the remedy caused contraction of the pu- 
pils, and greatly accelerated the heart's 
action. The pulse was often 144, and on 
a few occasions 160 per minute. These 
effects, however, gradually became less 
apparent, as the patient gained in strength, 


and the system got accustomed to the 
remedy. ‘I'he powdered bean, as employed 
by Dr. Harley, forms an elegant preparation, 
and has the great advantage of being almost 
tastless. The dose for an adult, Dr. Har- 


Sley says, is from three to six grains.— 
; Ibid. 


~ 


Syrupus Rhamni in Constipation.—At 
one time buckthorn was much used as a 
cathartic, but it has lately been chiefly used 
as a purgative for dogs by veterinary sur- 
geons. Dr. Neligan says that the operation 
of the juice of the berries is very severe, 
and that it is ‘‘ frequently accompanied by 
severe tormina, thirst, and distressing nau- 
sea.’’ But Dr. Handfield Jones says that 
he has used it recently, and finds it an ex- 
cellent purgative, and he states that it has 
none of the faults above mentioned in any 
marked degree. He gives, to adults, one 
or two drachms of the syrup, and a drachm 
of the potassio-tartrate of soda. This is, he 
thinks, quite as good a combination as.black 
draught, and is not nasty; this isa great 
gain, as black draught is to most people a 
horrible mess. -The syrup: is the only 
officinal preparation, and the dose is stated 
by Neligan to be 3ss to 3j. The dose 
prescribed by Dr. Jones is much smaller, 
but he finds it quite effectual in obstinate 
constipation, especially in habitual consti- 
pation.—Jbid. 


The Terchloride of Carbon.—Mr. Bryant 
informs us that at Guy’s Hospital the ter- 
chloride of carbon has been employed for 
many years, and that it was a very favour- 
ite remedy of the late Mr. Ashton Key, 
tracing its employment back, therefore, at 
least fifteen years. As_a lotion it has ac- 
quired considerable value, and may be 
looked upon as a stimulant, and in a mea- 
sure asa disinfectant. In sloughing and 
fetid ulcers it is of great use. In may be 
od in the indolent and weak ulcer with 
gerral advantage. The usual strength of 
the lotion is from xx to 3ss of the drug 
to an ounce of water. It has an agreeable 
odour and rapid effect. In cases of gan- 
grene, and in sloughing phagedena, it may 
be employed in its concentrated form with 
some confidefice, a wound thus affected 
rapidly taking on a more healthy aspect. 
Upon the whole, it is a very valuable local 
stimulant, and in Mr. Bryant’s estimation 
ranks above most of the drugs of that clase 
now in use.—Ibid. 
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. Useand abuse of Stimulants in Fever— 
Occasional antiphlogistic treatment.—A 
few. days ago we saw at Guy's several 
patients convalescent from fever. In 
reference to them, Dr. Wilks remarked on 
the treatment of fever by stimulants. A 
young man, who had had typhus fever, 
and who had been covered with the ordi- 
nary mulberry rash, had recovered without 
any. As there appeared no need to give 
any, Dr. Wilks wished to prove to his class 
that alcohol was not always necessary in 
fever, and that he did not by any means 
consider alcohol as an antidote to fever, 
for he found the disease always ran its 
couree under every form of treatment. He 
cousidered the rule laid down by many of 
the older physicians to be the correct one 
with regard to the treatment of all fevers ; 
that in very many cases supervision was 
alone required, and that in others a stimu- 
lant plan was necessary; the only question 
being the quantity of alcohol required and 
the time when it was needed. He thought, 
therefore, that those who spoke of their 
success by the universal treatment by alco- 
hol in all cases of fever, were adopting (to 
say the least) a very unscientific method, 
which was, in reality, one founded on such 
a reasoning as this: That severe cases of 
fever are benefited by alcohol, and mild 
ones are not killed by it, and, therefore, it 
is safer to give it to all. The same may be 
said of those who declare carbonate of am- 
monia to be the remedy for all cases of 
ecarlatina. It is, no doubt, of great value 
in severe cases, and in mild ones it cer- 
tainly will not kill the patient. Dr. Wilks 
would not say, however, that wine and 
spirits did no harm, for in some cases he 
believed they were decidedly injurious. 
especially in young persons with typhus 
fever and violent delirium. He had sucha 
case under his care, in which he ordered 
cupping to the back of the neck, and which 
was followed by quiet and sleep. He was 
a total disbeliever in the change of type 
theory; for such a cage as this, and two 
others which he had seen bled, and yet did 
well, entirely refuted such an opinion. Al- 
thongh he believed the present plan of 
treatment by support saved more lives, he 
was quite sure, that if no stimulants were 
given, and that if the patients were bled, 
that the greater number would recover as 
heretofore.— Med. Times ¢ Gar., Jan. 23, 
1864, 
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Camp Measles.—Dr. J. E. Kunxuer, 
Ass. Surg. Ist Cav. C. V., states in a letter 
tothe San Francisco Medical Press (Jan. 
1864) dated Nov. 16, 1863, that he has 
lately hud under his care six cases of 
measles among the enlisted men of his 
regiment, the origin of which he was unable 
to discover. When the first case occurred 
he instituted diligent inquiries as to its 
origin, but without success. This first case 
presented itself in a private who had never 
had the disease before. He had not been out- 
side of the camp for four weeks prior to his 
attack, nor had he been exposed to conta- 
gion through any visitor at camp. Dr. K. 
was led to believe that it was sporadic, and 
that the other cases might have been com- 
municated from the first, until he saw an 
account of Dr. Salisbury’s researches, and 
he has now concluded that it was produced 
by the old straw used by the troops for bed- 
ding. 


Remedy for Boils.—Dr. D. B. Horrman, 
of San Diego, Cal., says (San Francisco 
Medical Press, Jan. 1864) that “ Tincture 
of iodine, double strength, of the formula 
given in the United States Dispensatory, ap- 
plied thoroughly to boils, bunions, and car- 
buncles, will cut short the suppurative 
stages more than one-half, as well as relieve 
the patient of all pain. All of the feverish 
symptoms, with alternate agues, chills, and 
unpleasant feelings in the same, that are 
met with in delicate females and other per- 
sons, are relieved almost entirely by the 
first application.”’ 


Rush Medical COollege.—At the com- 
mencement of this institution, on the 27th 
of Jan., of this year, the degree of M.D. 
was conferred on 79 candidates. The class 
during the session is stated to have num- 
bered more than 250 students. 

Oxsrrvary Recorp.—Died, Jan. 21, 1864, 
in Cincinnati, O., of tubercular disease, 
Leonidas M. Lawson, M. D., late Professor 
of the Theory and Practice of Medicine in 
the Medical College of Ohio, aged 51. Dr. 
L. was extensively and most favourably 
known by his work on Consumption—one of 
the best on the subject which has appeared 
—and also as a successful teacher, and as 
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editor of tho Western Lancet. The whole 
profession, as well as the community in 
which he resided, have sustained a heavy 
loss in his death. 
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High Death Rate in London from Cold. 
—The weather in the beginning of Janu- 
ary was, in England, as in this country, 
very cold, and the consequence was an 
increased mortality ; for cold is among the 
agents most fatal to life. 

It appears from the Registrar-General of 
England’s weekly return that, in the week 
ending Saturday, January 9, the deaths 
registered were 1798; in the week ending 
January 16, they were 2427. The average 
number in the’ ten corresponding weeks of 
the years 1854-63 was 1409, which, if raised 
in proportion to increase of population, 
becomes 1550. Hence, the deaths of last 
week exceeded the estimated amount by 

77. . These persons were killed almost 
suddenly by the cold wave of the atmosphere. 
In comparing the present results with those 
of the previous week, a great increaee is 
apparent in diseases of the respiratory 
organs, Fatal cases of pneumonia rose 
from 91 to 156; of phthisis (or consump- 
tion), from 194 to 235; of bronchitis, from 
326 to 543. Of the 2427 persons who died, 
818 were under, 20 years of age, 800 were 
20 and under 60 years, and 809 were 60 
years and upwards. Taking the numbers 
living at the respective ages into account, 
it appears that, while persons at all ages 
have suffered, the severity of the weather 
has been particularly fatal to persons in 
advanced life. 


The Peruvian Cocoa (Erythoxrycon coca). 
—The French authorities at Peru have had 
‘their attention directed to. this substance 
with a view of naturalizing it in the French 
colonies, as a plant likely to prove of great 

‘utility in the military and naval service. 
The leaves, when chewed in moderate 
quantity every three hours, are said to have 
the power of enabling a man to do without 
food during three days, while it develops 
his muscular powers and animal spirits, and 
protects him against the insalubrity of eli- 
mate. Its stimulant principle is three times 
stronger than that of coffee, and four times 
than that of.tea. Miners and travellers are 
said by its aid to be enabled to take journeys 
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of four days’ duration without any other sup- 
port, and it is' obvious that, supposing this 
property to really‘exist, the plant may prove 
invaluable in forced military marches, It 
is to be expected, however, that these re- 
markable results will not be exhibited to 
the same extent in the persons of Europeans. 
Still, Dr. Montegazzi, of Milan, affirms 
that, although of a feeble habit of body, he 
was enabled to go forty-eight hours without 
any other aliment, and suffered no incon- 
venience.—Med. Times and Gaz., January 
30, 1864, 

Fermentation and .Ferments:—M. Le- 
MAIRE denies that a special ferment for every 
kind of: fermentation exists. He finds the 
same microscopic beings present whether 
sugar is being changed into alcohol, or al- 
cohol into acetic acid. But in the case of 
neutral animal and vegetable matters he has 
assured’ himself that microzoa begin the 
decomposition, which, when the matters 
become acid is carried on by microphytes. 
By means of a’ little acid, these latter may 
be made to appear at will, and the author 
consequently argues that mycoderms do not 
make the acid, but appear in consequence 
of its presence. The acidity of the perspi- 
ration it is thought may cause the develop- 
ment of certain microphytes which are ob- 
served in some obstinate cutaneous affec- 
tions.—Jbid. 


Ancient Man.—M. Quatrefages, in the 
name of MM. Filhol and Garrigon, lately 
placed before the Academy of ‘Sciences a 
variety. of articles found in caverns in the 
south of France. These articles, it is said, 
show that the men who used them were 
contemporaneous with the men who con- 
structed the lake habitations in Switzerland, 
and left arms, utensils, and monuments 
characteristic of the age of stone in Swit- 
zerland.— British Medical Journal, Decem: 
ber 12, 1863. 

Ositvary Recorv.—Died, in England, 
Jan. 10th, 1864, Sir James Grant, M. D.; 
aged91. Dr. G. was at one time’Inspector- 
General of Army Hospitals, and he was 
chief of the Medical Department at the bat- 
tle of Waterloo. 

——~ in’Dublin, on the 19th of Jan., 1864, 
Josiah Smyly,; Esq., Vice-President of the 
College of Surgeons of Ireland,and Senior 
Surgeon of the Meath Hospital. 








